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Reich, at all events of their National Socialist elements. Of this
there can be no doubt. This has been the outstanding result of
the National Socialist activities of the past five years. This
radicalization has proceeded, however, on lines not hitherto
usual. The active supporters of the new political ideas fall into
new categories and have formed groupings unknown to the
past. This has added to the difficulty of realizing what has
actually been going on.
On the surface the German working class has been entirely
excluded from politics. It no longer exists as a direct political
factor. The Labour Front affects to be a quasi-classless
association on the principle of the Volksgemeinschqft, the "united
nation." The working class has been deprived of its past
organs of political activity and economic self-help. The result
has been that the working class, which, of course, still exists,
has gone over to the pursuit of its political activities within the
organizations of the National Socialist Party. There has been
going on, or is now going on, a process of occupation of the
party machinery by the old political elements. The working
class has ceased as such to have a political will of its own, but it
is exercising its political influence indirectly through and
upon the party machinery} and in this way it is already exerting
a stronger influence over the State and the economic system
than did the class-war parties of the past. (I will not attempt to
discuss the extent of the influence of the older men, the skilled
workers, the foremen and leading men, who have considerable
power in every factory or other place of work over the younger
workers. The growth of this influence is certainly one of the
few healthy developments under the existing regime But this is
another matter entirely.) The appointment of the new party
officials for the representation of the interests of the workers is
an important change which became inevitable in the internal
functions of this section of the party organization. It represents
an irresistible process of internal transformation of the party